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SHOP BURNT DOWN – WOMAN DEAD

The shocking events in 
Chapter 12 show that 
violence is close to Kevin 
and Sadie throughout the 
novel.  
 

Write a front page news 
report about the petrol 
bomb attack at Mrs 
McConkey’s shop. 
  

The main purpose of a 
newspaper is to give 
readers information so 
you will have to pick out 
the key facts before you 
get started.  You will need 
to reread Chapter 12 to 
guide your writing.   
  

Your paper might be 
biased in favour of 
Catholics or Protestants 
and the tone and 
language you choose 
should reflect this. 

 

Writing your report 
 

 
As you read through the 
Chapter, make a note of 
eight facts that you can use 
in your story.   
 

We are told what the 
headline of the local paper 
was, but you should try to 
come up with a powerful 
subheading that gives 
readers more information.  
 

The first paragraph is the 
most important in the report 
as it gives readers the key 
facts in a clear order that 
helps them understand what 
has happened, where it 
happened, who 
was involved, 
when it 
happened and 
why. 

Make a brief note of these 
facts in your book.  You can 
refer back to them while you 
write and develop them in 
more detail later in the 
report.  
 
Think about the language 
you will use to describe the 
attack for your readers.  Try 
to come up with some 
adjectives and adverbs that 
will convey a sense of the 
attack and will engage and 
interest the reader.   
 

Remember, you can choose 
whether you write from the 
perspective of a Catholic or 
Protestant paper but 
whichever you chose you 
should include all the key 
facts.  If you prefer, you 
could write the report for a 
neutral national paper. 

Using speech in a news report  
Journalists like to 
get eye witness 
accounts of 
events.  In the play 
it is clear that lots 
of people 
witnessed the 
events and will 
have opinions to 
offer.  
 
Think about which 
characters might 
have wanted to 
be interviewed 
and what they 
would be likely to 
say.  

Newspapers often 
include a mix of 
direct and 
reported speech 
to bring stories to 
life but be careful 
not to use too 
much speech as 
you are writing a 
news report.  
 
Direct speech will 
use inverted 
commas to  quote 
what someone 
has actually said, 
e.g. Mrs Mullet, a  

local resident said 
‘I’m appalled.’ 
 

Reported speech 
gives the main 
points of what was 
said but is not 
punctuated as it is 
a summary of 
what was said, 
rather than a 
quotation, e.g. Mrs 
Mullet was 
confident that 
whoever was 
responsible would 
be quickly caught. 

 

Finishing your 
article 

 
 

When you have 
finished writing, 
check over your 
work carefully.  

 Are your 
paragraphs clear 
and linked?  

 How effective is 
your vocabulary?  

 Check spelling, 
especially of key 
names and 
places.  

 Is all of your 
punctuation 
correct? 

 


