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Dear Colleague 
 
Re: Equivalence for A* grade 
 
You will already be aware that Cambridge has decided to publish Grade A* for O Level and 
International A Level worldwide.   I am delighted to inform you that the IBCC has now formally 
agreed an equivalence for the A* grade in Pakistan. 
 
The IBCC will extend its equivalence scale upwards with effect from June 2010. The Grade 
A* for O Level, International A Level and Cambridge IGCSE will have an equivalence of 90 
marks. You will be very pleased to learn that this increases the total possible marks for Higher 
Secondary School Certificate (HSSC) equivalence from 935 to 990 out of 1100. 
 
Grade A* will be published for O Level in the November 2009 session so that the top O Level 
grade is the same as the Cambridge IGCSE and UK GCSE grades.  This enables the strong 
performance of the Cambridge O Level students to be reported in line with IGCSE grade 
reporting. 
 
Grade A* will be published for International A Level in June 2010. We are following the UK 
government’s timescale for the introduction of A* to the UK GCE A Level so that candidates 
for both qualifications have access to the same range of grades. 
 
During the transition period, the June 2009 certificates and statements of results will not show 
any grade-related percentages to ensure that information shown on Pakistan certificates will 
be exactly the same as the information shown on certificates produced for all other countries. 
From June 2010, statements of results will show a uniform percentage mark supplementing 
the grade issued at syllabus level. This is in line with the UK uniform mark scale and 
illustrates a student’s performance within a particular grade. For example, the range of marks 
for a Grade C is 60 to 69.  
 
You may have further questions about the A* grade.   Please direct your enquiries to CIE 
Customer Services at international@cie.org.uk or telephone +44 1223 553554. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ann Puntis 
Chief Executive 
University of Cambridge International Examinations 
 


